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LETTER, &c. 



My Lord, 

Your high official position, and 
well-known anxiety to promote every substantial 
improvement connected with Scotland, induce me 
to address the following remarks, on an import- 
ant subject, to your Lordship, and respectfully to 
crave for them your careful and favourable consi- 
deration. 

The efforts of those distinguished men who suc- 
ceeded in accomplishing the Reformation of Re- 
ligion in Scotland, in the sixteenth century, were, 
at the same time, strenuously directed to pro- 
mote the efficient education of the people. In the 
"First Book of Discipline," which was sanctioned 
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by the General Assembly, 29th May 1560, and 
subscribed by a great portion of the members of 
the Privy Council, it is very explicitly set forth : 
" Of necessitie, therefore, we judge it, that every 
several kirke have one schoolmaister appointed, 
such a one at least as is able to teach grammar 
and the Latine tongue, if the town be of any re- 
putation : If it be upaland, where the people con- 
vene to the doctrine but once in the week, then 
must either the reader or the minister there ap- 
pointed, take care of the children and youth of 
the parish, to instruct them in the first rudi- 
ments, especially in the Catechisme, as we have 
it now translated in the Booke of the Common 
Order, called the Order of Geneva. And, furder, 
we think it expedient, that in every notable 
town, and specially in the town of the superin- 
tendent, there be erected a colledge, in which the 
arts, at least logick and rhetoricke, together with 
the tongues, be read by sufficient masters, for 
whom honest stipends must be appointed : As 
also provision for those that be poore, and not 
able by themselves nor by their friends to be 
sustained at letters, and, in speciall, those that 
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come from landward ;" — " the fruit and commo- 
ditie hereof shall suddenly appear. For, first, 
the youth-head and tender children shall be nou-. 
rished and brought up in vertue, in presence of 
their friends, by whose good attendance many in- 
conveniencies may be avoided in which the youth 
commonly fall, either by overmuch libertie, which 
they have in strange and unknown places, while 
they cannot rule themselves ; or else for lacke of 
good attendance and such necessaries as tender 
age requires. Secondly, the exercise of children 
in every kirke shall be great instruction to the 
aged. Last, the great schooles called the Uni- 
versities, shall be replenished with those that 
shall be apt to learning ; for this must be care- 
fully provided, that no father, of what estate or 
condition that ever he may be, use his children at 
his own fantasie, especially in their youth-head; 
but all must be compelled to bring up their child- 
ren in learning and vertue." 

The enlightened views, so distinctly expressed 
in the above quotation, continued to exercise their 
influence on the Reformers, with results varying 
greatly, in the difforent circumstances of the 
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country, until the Revolution. In 1696, the Act 
of King William was obtained, which is usually 
considered as the charter of the Parish School 
System in Scotland. In this act it was declared 
" That there be a school settled and established 
and a schoolmaster appointed in every parish not 
already provided, by advice of the heritors and 
minister of the parish." But it is chiefly to the 
statute of 43d George III., cap. 54 (1803),— 
" An Act for making better provision for the pa- 
rochial schoolmasters, and for making further re- 
gulations for the better government of the parish 
schools in Scotland," that our attention must be 
particularly directed in the course of the follow- 
ing remarks. 

The object which I have in view in this com- 
munication is, to lay before your Lordship a plain 
statement of matters of fact, furnishing what ap- 
pears to me to be a demonstration that our ex- 
isting parochial school system is exceedingly im- 
perfect, being inadequate to the wants, and un- 
suitable to the present condition, of society. If 
I succeed in convincing your Lordship of the real 
amount of existing evils, I may, at the same time. 
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convey to the public, information which may serve 
to quicken their exertions in pressing upon the 
Government the necessity of considering the sub- 
ject in all its bearings. Prompt efforts to 
awaken the attention of Government are indeed 
called for by the avowed intention of the Privy 
Council to allocate a portion of the public money, 
under certain conditions, to the Parish Schools, 
for increasing the endowment of the Teachers, 
while the defects of the system are to be suffered 
to remain in all their magnitude. Such an ap- 
propriation of any part of the Grant for Educa- 
tional Purposes, will irritate every individual in 
Scotland, who looks upon the Parish Schools as 
public property, and fitted, under suitable man- 
agement, to become great national blessings, but 
who sees in their existing state, evils of which the 
public have just reason to complain, and which it 
is the duty of Government speedily to remove. 

For many years past the unsatisfactory condi- 
tion of the Parish Schools of Scotland has been 
severely fdt by a large portion of the popula- 
tion, and several substitutes have been devised 
to avert the evils of a defective education, con- 
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sequent on existing arrangements. Many fami- 
lies have employed private tutors to secure for 
their children even an ordinary education, which 
the parish school could not furnish. But the 
want of energy, consequent on the absence of 
rivalry and other sources of excitement, pre- 
vents, independent of other considerations, any 
such arrangement from being considered with 
favour. Private schools and academies have 
likewise been instituted in different districts, 
to meet educational wants ; but in too many in- 
stances the youth must be sent from under pa- 
rental inspection, " to strange and unknown 
places, while they cannot rule themselves." 
Hence the public have a right to demand from 
the Government a due consideration of the sub- 
ject ; and I have no doubt that the wishes of the 
community, feeling an interest in the subject, 
will be duly attended to. But until the origin 
of the present defects be deliberately contem- 
plated and distinctly understood, an efficient 
movement toward reform need not be looked for. 
Let the attention, therefore, be directed, in the 
first instance, to the evils complained of. 
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I. 

THE DEFECTS OF THE PRESENT SYSTEM 
OF PARISH SCHOOLS IN SCOTLAND. 

The evils which exist, and render unsatisfac- 
tory and comparatively useless the Parochial 
School System, may be considered under the fol- 
lowing sections : — 

Sect. 1. 

patronage. 

The right to elect a suitable schoolmaster for 
any particular parish is vested in the heritors and 
" minister of every parish," under very peculiar 
limitations. By the Act of Geo. III. above re- 
ferred to, Sect. 22, it is enacted, in reference to 
the heritor as an elector, " That it shall not be 
lawful for any heritor, who is not a proprietor of 
lands within the parish to the extent of at least 
one hundred pounds Scots of valued rent appear- 
ing in the land-tax books of the county within 
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which such parish is situated, to attend or vote 
at any meeting held pursuant to this act ; but 
every heritor qualified as above may vote by 
proxy, or by letter under his hand." Such being 
the electoral board, as constituted by statute, its 
practical character now falls to be examined. 

The right of election being confined to those 
heritors of a parish possessed of one hundred 
pounds Scots in valued rent, is equivalent to 
the exclusion of very many proprietors and feu- 
ars, and the restriction of the privilege almost 
entirely to the larger proprietors. Now, it 
happens that very many of these proprietors of 
£100 Scots of valued rent, are not in the habit 
of sending their children to receive any part of 
their education at the Parish School. Either 
private tutors are employed, or the children are 
sent to academies and other places ; and all this 
for the purpose of procuring a better education, 
or to avoid the vulgarities of ordinary life. In 
too many instances all that is of local character 
in their education is derived from the game- 
keeper or the groom of the establishment. In 
these circumstances the electors are desti- 
tute of that personal interest fitted to secure 
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for the parish a suitable or sufficiently qualified 
teacher. 

These large proprietors, selected by statute^ 
are likewise, in very many instances, nortHresi- 
dent (a circumstance apparently contemplated 
by the act, since it provides for voting " by proxy 
or by letter under his hand"), and, consequent- 
ly, too often ignorant of the wants, and indif- 
ferent to the interests of the youth of the parish 
with which they are, by property merely, con- 
nected. In consequence of their non-residence, 
their property is usually managed by law- 
agents^ who are themselves ordinarily aggre- 
gated at the seat of the Sheriff-court or county 
town J and thereby, in reference to the country 
parishes, equally non-resident with their consti- 
tuents. Much of the patronage of the parish schools 
thus falls into the hands of these law^ents; 
and there is ground for believing, that, in too 
many instances, it is employed to gratify the 
importunity of friends, or to strengthen private 
interests, considering the exercise of the patron- 
age as one of the perquisites connected with the 
management of an estate. 
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In consequence of these statutory arrange- 
ments respecting the qualification of heritors, 
it happens that those become electors who have 
little personal interest in the matter, or depute 
their right to agents, who usually have still less ; 
and thus the educational interests of the commu- 
nity, instead of enjoying protection, are placed 
injeopardy. 

It may here be said, that the Minister of 
the parish is one of the electors, and that he, 
from his position, must necessarily exercise a 
great and salutary influence at the election of 
the schoolmaster. This, however, is a very mis- 
taken idea. The Minister is frequently obliged, 
from the incapacity of the Schoolmaster, to em- 
ploy a private tutor for his own family, or com- 
bine in an equivalent arrangement with the resi- 
dent heritors and farmers of his neighbourhood ; 
and occasionally, therefore, at an election, has 
less interest in the matter than ought to prevail. 
Besides, by the peculiar provisions of the Act, the 
control of the Minister is studiously circum- 
scribed, and there is indicated a peculiar dread 
of clerical influence, even where that influence 
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was likely to take a salutary direction ; while 
there is displayed an eMreme anxiety to secure 
to £100 Scots proprietors the exclusive disposal 
of the appointment. It is enacts, — " That in 
every parish where there is only one heritor 
qualified as hereinafter prescribed, such heritor 
shall have two votes at every meeting directed 
to be held pursuant to this act ; and in all meet- 
ings where no preses has been chosen, the heritor 
present possessed of the highest valuation shall 
have the casting vote." 

The patronage of the parish schools of Scot- 
land, as thus constituted, is, apparently with in- 
tenti(m^ placed in other hands than those whose 
children are to derive the benefit of good teach- 
ing by a qualified schoolmaster, and where it 
appears to be liable to the greatest amount of 
abuse. 

Sect. 2. 

kind of instruction. 

What are those branches of knowledge to 
which all the youth of Scotland have access 
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through the medium of the Parish Schools? 
The reply to this important question is deter- 
mined by statute ; for in every particular case 
the heritors of £100 Scots of valued rent are in- 
vested with the power of ordaining those branches 
of education which are to be taught, and which 
they may please to have " deemed most necessary 
and important for the parish." 

Under this arrangement it is obvious, that in 
one parish, accidentally under the influence of 
intelligent and conscientious heritors of £100 
Scots of valued rent, all the important branches 
of a modern education may be satisfactorily pro- 
vided for at the election of a teacher ; while in 
another parish, the electors may be men of nar- 
row selfish views, and fully disposed to avail 
themselves of their vested rights, in retarding 
the progress of knowledge, in the foolish belief 
that ignorance and obedience are co-ordinate. 
I have heard an elector of far more than £100 
Scots of valued rent, declare, as his reason for 
selecting a teacher of very limited acquirements, 
that a good education given to the sons of the 
lower classes, prepared them for being formid- 
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able rivals for those places of honour and profit 
which should be exclusively occupied by the 
scions of the aristocracy ; adding, if a farmer's 
son could determine by measurement the num- 
ber of cartloads in a dunghill, he had gained all 
the mathematics he required. 

With this state of feeling in the minds of per- 
haps not a few of the electors, it too frequently 
happens that the branches of knowledge "deemed 
most necessary and important for the parish," 
are determined so as to suit the attainments of 
the favourite candidate, who, with such patrons, 
is not always the best qualified. 

So far back as 1560, it appears to have been 
the wish of the Church that every schoolmaster 
should be "able to teach grammar and the Latine 
tongue ;" while at a later period, viz., 1706, the 
General Assembly recommended that " such as 
have power of settling schoolmasters, are to pre- 
fer thereto men who have past their course at 
colleges, and have taken their degrees, before 
others who have not, cceteris paribtts.'^'' It would 
have been a source of vast comfort to the fathers 
of families in Scotland if these enlightened views 
of the Church had been carried out by the pa- 
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trons of our schools. But, alas ! the heritors 
qualified by statute had no sympathy with this 
high standard ; and I have known eight conti- 
guous parishes in a neighbouring county, the 
seat of the oldest of our universities, none of the 
schoolmasters of which could teach " grammar 
and the Latino tongue." 

I am well aware that an opinion very gene- 
rally prevails that the Presbytery of the bounds 
have a right to test the attainments of the 
teacher, after his election, or before entering 
upon office, and must, therefore, be held respon- 
sible for his qualifications being suitable. This, 
however, is a mistake ; the power being limited 
by the minute of election. If, for example, the 
favoured applicant has not been ordained by the 
minute of election, to teach " grammar and the 
Latine tongue," the Presbytery of the bounds 
cannot proceed to examine him on these branches 
of knowledge, because the heritors of £100 
Scots of valued rent have excluded these as not 
" deemed most necessary and important for the 
parish." 
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Sect. 3. 

superintendence, 

Previous to the ^atute of William and Mary 
(1693), the schools had been generally considered 
as under the superintendence of the Church ; but 
in that Act the right is so unequivocally recog- 
nised, as to remove all manner of doubt ; for it is 
declared, " that all schoolmasters and teachers of 
youth in schools are, and shall be, liable to the 
trial, judgment, and censure, of the Presbyteries 
of the bounds, for their sufficiency, qualification, 
and deportment in the said office." This su- 
perintendence was not greatly altered by the 
Act of Geo. III. (1803); for it declared, "that 
as often as Presbyteries, in the course of their 
visitation, shall find anything wrong with re- 
'spect to the hours of teaching, or the length 
of the vacation annually given, or when any 
complaint shall be made to them upon those 
subjects by parties concerned, they shall have 
the power of regulating the same, in the manner 
they may judge most consistent with the parti- 
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cular circumstances and general good of the 
parish ; and the schoolmaster is hereby required 
to conform to and obey all regulations so made 
by the Presbytery, under pain of censure, or 
suspension from, or depriva4»ion of, his office, as 
to the Presbytery shall seem proper." 

" Heritors, ministfer, or elders," are likewise 
qualified by the Act, to complain to the Presby- 
tery of the bounds against the schoolmaster, 
charging him with neglect of duty, either from 
engaging in other occupations, or from any 
other cause, or with immoral conduct, or cruel 
or improper treatment of the scholars under his 
charge." The Presbytery in such a case must 
proceed by libel; " and having taken the neces- 
sary proof, they shall acquit or pass sentence 
of censure, suspension,' or deprivation, as shall 
appear to them proper upon the result of such 
investigation; which judgment shall he finals with-' 
oat appeal to or review by any court, civil or ec- 
cUdasticaV 

Any qualified heritor or elder is thus consti- 
tuted a superintendent, as well as the minister ; 
but in reference to the powers of the latter, 
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some misconceptions appear to prevail. It is 
the opinion of many that the Minister of a parish 
can only exercise his right of inspection as a memr- 
her ofaymmittee of Presbytery^ and, consequently, 
at the known periods of visitation. The School- 
masters themselves entertained this opinion; and, 
at a period (1821) when they were exceedingly 
anxious to escape from the control of Presbyte- 
ries, they submitted the following queries to two 
eminent Counsel (the one now a retired Judge, 
and the other at present on the Bench) ; and as 
this portion of the history of our School System 
is not likely to be generally accessible, I shall 
give the extract with the less reluctance. 

" Query \st. — What are the utmost limits to 
the power of Presbyterial Committees in the visit- 
ation of schools ? Do they extend merely to the 
ascertaining whether or not the Scriptures and 
Shorter Catechism are taught, or are the Cler- 
gymen of themselves to examine, instruct, or cor- 
rect the scholars in any or all of the branches 
taught in the school, without the expressed or 
tacit consent of the Schoolmaster, or in opposi- 
tion to his wish ? 

B 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



18 

" If they have this right of examination, and, 
in consequence thereof, instruct the scholars in- 
correctly in pronunciation, quantity, or other- 
wise, what redress has the Schoolmaster ? And 
if they have not this right, how must the School- 
master act in resisting their claim to exercise 
it?" 

" Query 2d. — Has the Minister of a parish a 
right to enter at his pleasure the public school, 
and to examine, instruct, or correct the scholars, 
or generally to interfere with the discipline or 
management of the school ?" 

"ud/w. 1st. — I am of opinion that a Presbytery, 
or a committee of its number, may examine the 
scholars in any parochial school, to ascertain, 
from their proficiency, whether the Schoolmaster 
is fit for his situation, and whether he performs 
the duties of it in a proper manner. This power 
seems to be virtually conferred by the Act 1693, 
cap. 22. I do not think that a committee of the 
Presbytery have a right to supersede the School- 
master in his functions, by instructing the 
scholars themselves ; and if they do so, particu- 
larly if it be in a manner that is incorrect and 
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improper, it is competent to apply to the Pres- 
bytery for redress. From the judgment of the 
Presbytery in that case I conceive an appeal will 
lie to the Synod and General Assembly, as it is 
not one of the cases in which an appeal to these 
courts is taken away by the 43d of Geo. III. c. 54. 
" Ans. 2rf.— I think the Minister of a parish 
may visit the school at proper hours ; but I do not 
think he can assume the functions of the Master, 
or interfere with the discipline and management 
of the school, farther than to report to the Pres- 
bytery if he sees any thing amiss. 

(Signed) " Geo. Cranstoun. 
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^' Ans.lst—The Schoolmaster is the sole teacher 
and manager of the school, and neither the Pres- 
bytery nor its committee heve any right, with- 
out his consent, to instruct or correct any scholar, 
nor to interfere with him in the mode in which 
he discharges the duties of Master, — whether in 
teaching, pronunciation, quantity, or otherwise. 
For all these, and for the general system of dis- 
cipline and of teaching, the Master is responsible, 
and he cannot be controlled or thwarted by them 
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in the fair exercise of the discretion which this 
responsibility implies. 

"But the Presbytery having a superintendence 
over schools, is entitled and bound, either by 
itself or by committee^ to visit and to examine. 
The exact extent to which this may lawfully be 
carried, can only be defined by stating the gene- 
ral principle, which is, that though the Presby- 
tery has no right to do any thing with a view 
to instruct or correct, it may make all such rea- 
sonable inspections and examinations as are ne- 
cessary, in the exercise of a sound discretion, 
for enabling it to ascertain the precise condition 
of the school. Its powers, therefore, are not 
confined merely to discover whether the Scrip- 
tures or Cathecism be taught, nor are the Cler- 
gymen hindered from examining the scholars 
themselves. But they must only make such 
visits and examinations as are, honafide^ neces- 
sary for attaining the legal object, which is to 
ascertain the real state of the seminary. 

" If the Presbytery, or its committee, attempts 
to encroach on the privilege of the Master, by 
correcting or instructing his pupils, or by 
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thwarting him in any other way in the dis- 
charge of his proper duties, his remedy is by 
an application to the Presbytery itself, in the 
first instance, which I conceive may be followed 
up by an appeal to the Synod and to the Grene- 
ral Assembly. 

" The Presbytery, on the other hand, have no 
legal means of controlling the Master, except by 
regularly accusing him of incapacity or neglect, 
which must be done by a libel and a formal 
trial, and by thus deposing him. The Greneral 
Assembly now holds that, in such matters, the 
sentences of Presbyteries are final ; and, there- 
fore, while this law stands, the Schoolmaster 
has nothing to rely on except the integrity and 
reasonableness of the Presbytery. But if a 
Presbytery chooses to control a Schoolmaster in 
any way whatever, in the exercise of his pecu- 
liar functions, such as by insisting that he shall 
teach quantity, pronunciation, or anything else 
in a particular way, then, however grossly erro- 
neous its directions may be, I know no remedy 
that he has against their proceedings, provided 
they choose to enforce them by a libel and deposi-- 
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ti4m. This measure, in order to obtain an indi- 
rect and illegal control over him, would unques- 
tionably be an abuse of their powers ; but still 
it would be an abuse for which the existing rule, 
which makes the sentence of Presbyteries, in 
matters of trial, always final, gives no redress. 
If the Presbytery acts legally, however, and 
does not abuse its privileges, then the general 
principle is as I have stated it above, viz., that 
the Presbytery can only visit and examine, so 
as to enable it to ascertain the condition of the 
school: but it cannot, instruct, or otherwise 
supersede or interfere with the Master, who is en- 
titled, in spite of their admonitions, to take his 
own way, until he gets so bad as really to jus- 
tify their deposing him. 

"Arts. 2<i.— This question is virtually answered. 
The Minister has no right whatever either to 
instruct or to correct, or to interfere with the 
discipline or management of the school. But 
he may visit and examine it so as to inform 
himself of its true condition. If he tries to 
convert this privilege into an engine for annoy- 
ing the Master, or, in the Master's opinion, for 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



23 

hurting the school, he may be complained of to 
the Presbytery, the Synod, and the Assembly. 
(Signed) " H. Cockburn.' 
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But these legal questions respecting the 
superintendence of our parish schools must be 
considered as of inferior moment to the practi- 
cal workings of the system. About the time 
that the Schoolmasters were thus writhing un- 
der the real or imaginary evils of Presbyterial 
superintendence, the General Assembly was an- 
nually urging upon the inferior courts the ne- 
cessity of giving more attention to this import- 
ant duty. The rebums by Presbyteries indi- 
cated praiseworthy diligence in some cases; while 
in others the gross neglect of duty was unequi- 
vocally established. Let the proceedings of the 
General Assembly for 1820 be taken as an illus- 
trative example, but not a selected one. 

*' Edwbwrgh, 27th May 1820.— The Commit- 
tee appointed to consider the returns of Presby- 
teries relative to the schools within their respec- 
tive bounds, have to report to the General As- 
sembly, 
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" Istj That the following Presbyteries have 
transmitted reports from the schedules pre- 
pared by order of the last Assembly, viz. Aber- 
brothock, Aberdeen, Dunbar, Dunfermline, For- 
doun, Jedburgh, Kirkcaldy, Lanark, Langholm, 
Lauder, Meigle, Paisley, St Andrews. And 
that the uniformity and fulness of the returns 
from these thirteen Presbyteries is highly satis- 
factory. 

" 2rf, That returns in the same or in some 
similar form have been transmitted from the 
following Presbyteries, viz. Biggar, Dalkeith, 
Dundee, Dunoon, Dumbarton, Ellon, Garioch, 
Forfar, Haddington, Irvine, Lorn, Penpont, 
Perth, Selkirk, Strathbogie. And that these 
fifteen reports being drawn up on the same or a 
similar plan with that of the printed schedule 
of last Assembly, are satisfactory, in respect of 
the information which they present, though less 
imifonn in size, and less easy for the purpose 
of reference. 

" 3d^ That short reports or notices of exami- 
nation have been transmitted from the follow- 
ing Presbyteries, viz. Aberlour, Ayr, Brechin, 
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Fordyce, Lochmaben, Peebles, Turriff; stating 
generally on the backs of the commissions, that 
the schools within these Presbyteries were ex- 
amined. These reports are indeed more or less 
satisfactory, and some of them detail the names 
of the schools, the number of scholars, and the 
branches taught ; others give only the ndmes of 
the schools. One Presbytery merely sends a 
note stating, that several of the schools have been 
visited. 

" 4:thj That the separate reports of the pa- 
rishes have been transmitted by the Presbyte- 
ries of Abertarff and Stranraer, in place of the 
respective abstracts, which ought to have been 
prepared and sent up from these two Presby- 
teries, but that, as parish reports, most of these 
are carefully drawn up according to or near the 
general plan, though it is obvious that a Com- 
mittee of Assembly could not examine and do 
justice to so many, if all the separate parishes 
were to report, and also, that it is of importance 
for Presbyteries to examine them, and to make 
up their own returns to the Assembly. 

" 5th^ That except the above thirty-seven Pres- 
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byteries, all the others have omitted to send up 
reports, or if sent, they have not been delivered 
to the Assembly and their Committee, which, 
after all the orders on that subject sent out 
from year to year by the Assembly, after the 
preparing of regular schedules for this purpose, 
and while the great importance of regular ex- 
aminations and returns is apparent to and con- 
fessed by every one in any degree acquainted with 
the subject, appears to furnish matter equally 
of regret and surprise." 

But even in those Presbyteries where the duty 
of superintendence is most regularly observed, 
the inspections are comparatively useless. Once 
a year thefi^e is a Jieldrday, and at other times 
the Schoolmaster regards himself as free from 
restraint. In the other cases, the inconveniencies 
occurring from distance in the thinly peopled 
districts, and the claims of more particular du- 
ties, render the superintendence merely nomi- 
nal. We have known a parish containing up- 
wards of 4000 souls, the school of which had 
not been visited by any member of the Presby- 
tery of the bounds during the long space of 13 
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years. Cases at this moment exist where the 
teacher is not only incompetent from his limited 
education, but, from laziness, is a cumbererof the 
ground. Yet who cares to complain, in the least 
degree acquainted with the difficulties of con- 
ducting a process of deprivation ? 

The Heritors, Minister, and Elders have not 
only large powers conferred on them, in refer- 
ence to the personal conduct of the Schoolmaster, 
but the Heritors and Minister have " the power 
of fixing the school-fees from time to time, as 
they shall judge expedient," and " that the 
Schoolmaster shall be obliged to teach such poor 
children of the parish as shall be recommended 
by the Heritors and Minister at any parochial 
meeting." The legal import of this obligation 
is thus stated by the same eminent Counsel to 
whom we have already referred. 

" Query 3d — What is meant by the following 
words in the Act 43d Geo. III. cap. 54, ' Pro- 
vided always, that the Schoolmaster shall be 
obliged to teach such poor children of the parish 
as shall be recommended by the heritors and 
minister at any parochial meeting?' What is 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



28 

meant by poor children ? Are they to be taught 
gratis^ and if so, is there no limitation as to the 
number the Schoolmaster may be called upon to 
teach?" 

" Ans. 3d — The heritors and minister may re- 
commend children to be taught by the parish 
schoolmaster, for whcvse maintenance the parish 
provides, in whole or in part. For example, if 
they themselves or their parents are on the poor's 
roll, and I imagine also if they or their parents 
are unable to pay the school-fees without immi- 
nent danger of coming upon the roll, they must 
be taught gratis^ and there is no limitation to 
their number. (Signed) " Geo. Cranstoun." 

" Am. 3rf. — I think that there is no limitation 
either as to the number or the poverty, and that 
the master must teach ih^mgroitis in tKe first in- 
stance. If he thinks that the heritors and mi- 
nister are abusing their privilege, by sending 
children who are not poor, or by sending poor 
ones in too great numbers, his only remedy is 
by a complaint to the Presbytery, Synod and 
Assembly. But, in the mean time, until the 
order be set aside, he must teach them all gratis. 
(Signed) " H. Cockburn. 
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Sect. 4. 

TEST. 

When the general condition of Scotland in re- 
ference to Oreed is duly considered, it may not 
appear unreasonable to demand of Public Teach- 
ers a svhscription to the Confession of Faith^ as a 
standard of Doctrine, provided other arrange- 
ments were made to prevent this expression of 
opinion from being practically useless. But the 
case is otherwise with respect to the signing of 
the Formula, which runs thus : — " I, , do 

hereby declare, that I do sincerely own and be- 
lieve the whole doctrine contained in the Con- 
fession of Faith, approven by the General As- 
semblies of this National Church, and ratified 
by law in the year 1690, and frequently con- 
firmed by divers acts of Parliament since that 
time, to be the truths of God; and I do own the 
same as the confession of my faith ; as likewise, 
I do own the purity of worship presently autho- 
rised and practiced in this Church, and also the 
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Presbyterian government and discipline, now so 
happily established therein, which doctrine, wor- 
ship, and church government, I am persuaded, 
are founded on the word of God, and agreeable 
thereto ; and I promise that, through the grace 
of Grod, I shall firmly and constantly adhere to 
the same ; and to the utmost of my power shall 
in my station assert, maintain, and defend the 
said doctrine, worship, discipline, and govern- 
ment of this Church, by Kirk-Sessions, Presby- 
teries, Provincial Synods, and Greneral Assem- 
blies ; and that I shall, in my practice, conform 
myself to the said worship, and submit to the 
said discipline and government, and never endea- 
vour, directly nor indirectly, the prejudice or 
subversion of the same ; and I promise that I 
shall follow no divisive course from the present 
establishment in this Church, renouncing all doc- 
/ trines, tenets, and opinions whatsoever, con- 
trary to, or inconsistent with, the said doc- 
trine, worship, discipline, or government of this 
Church." 

The recognition of this Formula by the School- 
master determines the Prdctice of the teacher, 
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as far as external appearances are concerned. 
He must be, by the existing law, a member of 
the Established Church, or outwardly, at least, 
in connection with that body of professing Chris- 
tians. But the members of the Established 
Church in Scotland do not constitute one-third 
of the population, and, from their limited num- 
bers, ought not to possess the power of restrict- 
ing the individuals who are eligible to those of 
their own communion, although in other re- 
spects fully qualified for the office. Besides, 
the possession of this known power may be used, 
and recently has been used, for the purposes of 
persecution. The indecent haste with which 
the Presbyteries of the Establishment proceeded 
to the ejection of all the Parochial Schoolmas- 
ters and others attached to the principles of the 
Free Church, stamped at once the sectarianism 
of the present arrangements, and furnished an 
unanswerable argument in favour of a change. 
The Free Kirk having teachers thus cast upon 
their charity, proceeded at once to give them 
support and employment, and thus commenced 
a " Scheme of Education," necessarily sectarian 
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in aspect, and by which there has been with- 
drawn a very large amount of our youth from all 
connection with the Parish Schools. 

It probably would admit of conclusive proof 
by accurate returns, that the Parish Schools do 
not at present contribute to the education of 
one-sixth of " the youth-head." Nor wiU this be 
a matter of surprise to any one who keeps in 
view the obvious defects of the system which 
have been enumerated. And is this system to 
be tolerated any longer? Is it possible for your 
Lordship to withhold advice, or your exertions 
in Parliament, towards the accomplishment of 
a reform ? In the mean time it will be an unjus- 
tifiable prostitution of the public money, if a 
single sixpence be expended on the Parish 
Schools of Scotland while in their present un- 
satisfactory condition, whether directly, by aug- 
mentation of income, or indirectly, by supple- 
menting, from the funds of the nation, the con- 
tributions of heritors or other parties. 
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Sect. 5. 



LOCATION. 



It was probably contemplated, when assigning 
a school to every parish in Scotland, that a posi- 
tion could be selected, the most generally conve- 
nient for all the scholars. But however possible 
it may have been to select such a situation, and 
however convenient the stations actually chosen 
may have been considered a couple of centuries 
ago, every one in the least conversant with the 
subject is aware that, at present, the schoolhouse 
is very frequently inconveniently situate. The 
distribution of the population of a parish has, 
within the last fifty years, been greatly modified 
by a variety of cir<5umstances. Lands, compara- 
tively barren and with few inhabitants at that 
period, have been made fertile, and now support 
a number of families, while other districts have 
been depopulated, to make way for the sheep- 
farm or the deer-forest. The waterfall, the mur- 
murs of which then fell on no human ear, has 
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now become the moving power of complicated 
machinery, requiring a great amount of attend- 
ing labourers, and providing employment and 
support for an extensive population. But the 
Parish School system is fixed in its character, 
while its objects are varying with the progress 
of agriculture and nianufactures. 

It is true that the Act of Greorge III. sect. II, 
seems to contemplate the necessity of making 
some modifications on the subject of <me school 
in each parish ; for it is enacted " That in case 
of those parishes which consist of districts de- 
tached from each other by the sea, or arms of the 
sea, or otherwise, and where a parish consists of 
two or more islands, of which there are several 
instances in the Highlands, North Isles, and 
Hebrides, or where it is otherwise of great ex- 
tent or population, so that one Parochial School 
cannot be of any effectual benefit to the whole 
inhabitants of such parishes, it should be com- 
petent to the heritors and minister, if they 
shall see cause, on fixing a salary of six hundred 
merks, or the value of three chalders of oat- 
meal," (the ordinary allocation being not less 
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than one chalder and a half, nor more than two 
chalders,) " to be computed according to the pro- 
visions of this act, to divide the same among 
two or more Teachers, according to the extent 
and population of the parish." There seems 
here to be the indication of a conviction, that in 
large parishes there ought to be more than one 
school provided, although pecuniary considera- 
tions stifle or cripple patriotic feelings. But 
what can be said to justify the illiberal condition 
which is annexed to the boon of one additional 
chalder ? " In respect that the Heritors of such 
parishes are to pay an higher salary, they are 
hereby exempted from the obligation of provid- 
ing school-houses, dwelling-houses, and gardens 
for the Teachers among whom the salary is to 
be divided " ! ! 

Having thus laid before your Lordship a brief, 
but I hope an intelligible view of the imperfec- 
tions of the Parish School System of Scotland, 
by a statement of truths already, without doubt, 
familiar to your Lordship, I take leave, in con- 
clusion, to observe, that it is stated in the circu- 
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lar by Mr William Chambers on " National 
Education for Scotland," that " the advantages 
of the Parish Schools are perhaps most visible 
among the rural population. All are able to 
read and write. Every man and woman can at 
least peruse their Bible, and sign their name." 
This statement your Lordship's Deputes at the 
Circuit Courts know full well to be wide of the 
mark, and that " depones he cannot write" is, 
alas ! of too frequent occurrence. We have been, 
for years past, trading on a good name produced 
under a former state of society, but of which we 
are at present unworthy. It may excite some 
surprise in the mind of the reader to be informed, 
that in a parish on the banks of the Forth, a 
few years ago, there were half-a-hundred heads 
of families unable either to read or write. It is 
among the "rural population" that the defects of 
the present system appear in all their enormity. 
It may now be expected that some remarks 
should follow, indicating the remedies which 
seem applicable to the case. This is, unques- 
tionably, the most difficult part of the subject, 
yet one which may be grappled with success- 
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fully, if the selfishness oi party be checked, 
and the " godlie upbringing of the youth of this 
realm" be exclusively aimed at. 

II. 

THE REMEDIES FOR THE PRESENT DEFEC- 
TIVE STATE OF THE PARISH SCHOOLS 
OF SCOTLAND. 

Sect. 1, 
patronage. 

Common sense would indicate that the right 
and the responsibility of electing a Schoolmaster 
should be vested in those who reside in the 
parish, and who are most deeply interested in 
providing a good education for the youth thereof. 
On a general view of the case, it appears that a 
suitable electoral constituency would be secured 
by limiting the right to those who enjoy at pre- 
sent the Parliamentary elective franchise^ subject, 
however, to the two following restrictions : — 

1. That the elector shall be resident, and have 
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resided in the parish at least three years previous 
to the vacancy to be filled up. This would se- 
cure an electoral board most likely to have a 
personal interest in the efficiency of the Parish 
School, and at the same time cut off from inter- 
fering all those most liable to be influenced by 
improper motives. 

2. That the qualified electors, on a vacancy 
taking place, be convened, for the purpose of 
electing three individuals in whom they can con- 
fide ; and who, on their acceptance of office, shall 
be empowered, by trial or testimonials, to select 
a qualified individual for the school. By this 
arrangement all the evils of a large elective body 
would be avoided, and the task of election vested 
in a number so small as to meet all practical 
difficulties. 

Sect. 2. 
attainments of the teacher. 

This is a most important point, and one by 
the neglect of which Scotland has suffered 
severely. In many parishes the Schoolmaster 
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has not enjoyed a liberal education, and is inca- 
pable of competently instructing the youth. This 
defect chiefly occurs in the remote districts, or in 
those very places the educational wants of which 
it is the end of an endowment to provide for. 
Every parish in Scotland, near or remote, should 
have a Teacher capable of preparing those 
youths, who are disposed, for entering the Uni- 
versities advantageously, instead of their being 
compelled, as frequently happens at present, to 
be sent to an academy at a distance, at too 
tender an age, to procure that learning which 
the parish ought to have furnished. 

The remarks which appear in the " Minutes 
ofthe Committee of Council on Education," (Lon- 
don 1844,) in the Report on the Schools in the 
Presbyteries of Tongue and Tain, are so apposite, 
that I willingly insert them, merely observing 
that the superiority here awarded to the Paro- 
chial Teachers arises solely from contrast. " In 
point of education and general accomplishment 
the Teachers of the parochial schools are vastly 
superior to the others. The course of instruction 
in their seminaries was generally more compre- 
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hensive, and the style in which the various pre- 
cesses of examination were conducted, shewed, in 
almost every case, a considerably more extensive 
amount and variety of information, and a greatly 
more ample range of thought. At the same time,, 
the best of those Parochial Teachers who had un- 
dergone no regular course of professional train- 
ing, seemed to me inferior in several most import- 
ant respects to those of the Assembly Teachers, 
who had been trained for any length of time at 
the Normal Seminary. In the classification of 
their scholars, in the general arrangements and 
organization of their schools, in the power of 
adapting their instructions to young and un- 
trained minds, in the success with which they con- 
ducted the analyses of the various lessons, and 
in the felicity and fulness with which they illus- 
trated them, and especially in the spirit and 
energy with which all the school business was 
gone through, the superiority of these gentle- 
men, even to the best of the untrained Parochial 
Teachers, was as marked as their inferiority to 
them in mere scholarship was manifest. 

" I never had so good an opportunity of ob- 
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serving the beneficial effects of a strictly pro- 
fessional training; the contrast in the above- 
mentioned respects between the trained and the 
nntrained educator, and the relative merits of 
each, had never been placed so prominently be- 
fore me. And most certainly, in so far as these 
cases are concerned, the views of even the most 
sanguine advocates of the propriety of enforcing 
a course of training at a Normal establishment, 
as an essential part of the education of every 
Schoolmaster, were amply justified/' 

It would be expedient to require of every can- 
didate, besides submitting to an examination 
when required, evidence of attendance on a full 
course of Languages and Philosophy at a Uni- 
versity; and that one year had been employed in 
a recognised Normal School. Proof of know- 
ledge, and of the power of communicating it, 
would thus be laid before the electors, by the 
candidates for office, so that every parish, from 
the remote Zetlands to the Solway Frith, would, 
in due time, possess an educated and a qualified 
teacher, rendering a high standard of education 
everywhere accessible. Then, but not till then. 
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should the emoluments of office be duly consi- 
dered, and an adequate remuneration be provided 
for the adequately qualified Schoolmasters. 

There is a specific qualification, which in cer- 
tain localities deserves a place — a knowledge of 
the GrAELic. This is indispensable for the due 
education of the youth in many parishes in the 
Highlands and Hebrides, and the statements on 
this subject in the " Minutes of Council" already 
referred to, convey too important a lesson to be 
overlooked. 

" The leading defect in almost all the schools 
was the want of a due amount of attention to the 
explanation of each English word, on its first 
occurrence in the lesson-books. It seems extra- 
ordinary, that when the importance of the ex- 
planatory method has been recognised, and where 
its partial introduction has been followed by the 
very best results, many of the children, whose 
vernacular tongue is Gaelic, should be able to 
read English with facility, without having the 
slightest notion of the import of the words 
which they perfectly articulate. This is the rote 
system in its most offensive form ; and yet this 
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was the case in very many of the schools. On 
requesting the Master to question the children 
on the import of the words or subject-matter of 
the lesson, / was frequently told that they did 
not in the slightest degree understand what they 
had read. I was careful to inculcate the pro- 
priety of divesting every one of the school-exer- 
cises of everything that was merely mechanical, 
and pointed out to all the Teachers the propriety 
of applying the explanatory method at the very 
beginning of each child's educational course. I 
saw this admirably done at the Parochial School 
at Lairg, and at the General Assembly's School 
at Ceannbian. 

"The Teachers, after having heard the children 
read a passage in English required them to trans- 
late it word by word into Gaelic. After this had 
been done, they, by means of cross-examinations, 
illustrations, and explanations, both in Gaelic 
and English, tested the degree to which they had 
apprehended, not only individual words, but the 
whole import of the lesson. The exercise was 
followed by the best results ; the more advanced 
children not only read, but thoroughly under- 
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stood the most difficult and uncommon English 
word. They had no difficulty in apprehending 
me when I questioned them on the various pas- 
sages read, and they conversed with me with very 
considerable facility and fluency. 

"In the best Parochial Schools — in most of the 
General Assembly's schools — and indeed where- 
ever the explanatory method had been introdu- 
ced, expedients had been adopted for the purpose 
of obtaining the same results. What I had to 
regret was that a sufficient degree of importance 
did not seem to be attached to these exercises, 
and that their application was very generally li- 
mited to more advanced pupils. In only one in- 
stance did I find the Schoolmaster totally igno- 
rant of Gaelic. It is unnecessary to say that in 
his school the mental culture of the pupils was 
very limited. There existed no medium of com- 
munication between the minds of the teacher and 
of his pupils ; and children who, when addressed 
in their vernacular tongue, manifested the ut- 
most degree of mental activity, and no ordinary 
share of intelligence, were compelled to spell out 
their lessons under the direction of one who, 
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how conscientious soever, and how deeply soever 
interested in their welfare, was prevented from 
rendering his instructions anything but a dry 
and mechanical routine." 

Attention bestowed on the teaching of English 
to the Gaelic-speaking population, would speedily 
remove a barrier, perhaps one of the strongest, 
to the progress of improvement of the Highlands; 
for you everywhere find that " no English'^'' is 
equivalent to poverty. 

Sect. 3. 
supervision. 

It seems indispensable to have a Board for the 
examination of those qvxilijied to be elected as 
• Parish Schoolmasters, that license may be grant- 
ed accordingly. To the same Board should be 
entrusted the task of supervision^ the prepara- 
tion of a vmform set of school-books^ and the fur- 
nishing oi Annual Reports to be laid before Par- 
liament, that those interested may have the 
means of judging of the efficacy of the system, 
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and that public attention may be directed espe- 
cially to the revnote districts^ where abuses are 
most likely to prevail. 

There are other points of vital importance 
which, in this incipient stage of the movement, 
it is unnecessary to discuss. The arrangements 
in the public schools need not interefere with the 
peculiarities of any creed. Reading, writing, 
arithmetic, the languages, &c., are to be view- 
ed in reference to the school, as means or instru- 
ments which can be there obtained ; the appli- 
cation of these means or instruments to the 
ordinary business of life, or the higher destinies 
of man, must be directed not in the school or 
by the teacher, but under the parental roof, and 
by the responsible guardians of the young. Yet 
while the true and distinctive characters of secu- 
lar, industrial, and religious education^ ought to 
be kept steadily in view, the moral character of 
the Schoolmaster is an element of such magni- 
tude and influence, as to require that it be effec- 
tively provided for. Were the subject once fairly 
brought before the Public and Parliament, I 
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do not entertain the slightest doubt that ample 
co-operation would be displayed, in the hope that 
justice to Scotland, in reference to her Teachers, 
would speedily be rendered, and the Professors 
in our Colleges be enabled to introduce those re- 
forms which the defective state of the Parish 
Schools has hitherto prevented. 

With an earnest wish that your Lordship may 
give to the vastly important subject, here pre- 
sented in some of its distinctive features, a care- 
ful consideration, and lend your powerful help 
in removing the existing evils, I have the honour 
to remain. 

With much respect. 
Your obedient humble Servant, 

The Author. 

Edinburgh, ISth December 1847. 
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